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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PLAINTIFF, 


v. CIVIL ACTION NO. 2:19-cv- 88-KS-MTP 


RUGER, MODEL M77, 270 CALIBER 
RIFLE, SN: 7962454; H&R 1871, MODEL 
PARDNERPUMP, 12-GAUGE SHOTGUN, 

SN: NZ627824; NORINCO, MODEL SKS, 

7.62X39MM RIFLE, SN: 21044027; SMITH 
AND WESSON, MODEL M&P 15-22, 

22-CALIBER RIFLE, SN: HCN2270; H&R, 

MODEL 999 SPORTSMAN, 22-CALIBER 
REVOLVER, SN: API52939; AND ELITE 
ARMS, MODEL JD-15, 5.56-CALIBER 

RIFLE, SN: EA 3963 DEFENDANT PROPERTY. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 


Plaintiff United States of America, by and through the United States Attorney and the 
undersigned Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District of Mississippi, brings this 
complaint for forfeiture in rem and, in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, alleges as 
follows. 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 


1 . This is a civil action in rem to forfeit to the United States six firearms (the “Subject 
Firearms”), all of which were involved in violations of federal laws: 

a. Ruger, Model M77, 270-caliber rifle, SN: 7962454; 

b. H&R 1871, Model Pardner Pump, 12-gauge shotgun, SN: NZ627824; 

c. Norinco, Model SKS, 7.62x39mm rifle, SN: 21044027; 

d. Smith and Wesson, Model M&P 15-22, 22-caliber rifle, SN: HCN2270; 

e. H&R, Model 999 Sportsman, 22-caliber revolver, SN: AP152939; and 

f. Elite Arms, Model JD-15, 5.56-caliber rifle, SN: EA 3963. 
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2. The Subject Firearms are subject to forfeiture under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1) and 28 
U.S.C. § 2461(c) because the Subject Firearms were used to facilitate violations of 18 U.S.C. § 
922(g)(1) (felon in possession of a firearm). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States under 
28 U.S.C. § 1345, over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(a), and over this particular 
action under 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and 18 U.S.C. § 924. 

4. This District is a proper venue, under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A), because the acts 
giving rise to this in rem forfeiture action occurred in Seminary, Mississippi, a city in this District, 
and under 28 U.S.C. § 1395(b) because the Subject Firearms were found and seized in Seminary, 
Mississippi, a city in this District. 

THE DEFENDANTS IN REM 

5. The Subject Firearms consist of the following: 

a. Ruger, Model M77, 270-caliber rifle, SN: 7962454; 

b. H&R 1871, Model Pardner Pump, 12-gauge shotgun, SN: NZ627824; 

c. Norinco, Model SKS, 7.62x39mm rifle, SN: 21044027; 

d. Smith and Wesson, Model M&P 15-22,22-caliber rifle, SN: HCN2270; 

e. H&R, Model 999 Sportsman, 22-caliber revolver, SN: AP152939; and 

f. Elite Arms, Model JD-15, 5.56-caliber rifle, SN: EA 3963. 

Special Agents with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) initially seized firearms a, b, and c 
on October 31, 2017, while executing a federal search warrant. Sheriff deputies from the 
Covington County, Mississippi Sheriffs Office seized firearms d, e, and f on April 15, 2018, 
during a search of a tan Chevrolet Silverado 2500, to which the driver consented, in Seminary, 
Mississippi, within the Southern District of Mississippi, Eastern Division. FBI agents thereafter 
took possession of firearms d, e, and f on April 16, 2018. The Subject Firearms are located in 
an FBI evidence vault in Jackson, Mississippi. 
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BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The Subject Firearms are subject to forfeiture under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1) and 28 
U.S.C. § 2461 because the Subject Firearms were used to facilitate violations of 18 U.S.C. § 
922(g)(1) (felon in possession of a firearm). 

7. Additionally, 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1) provides that all provisions of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 relating to the seizure, forfeiture, and disposition of firearms, as defined by 
26 U.S.C. § 5845(a), shall, so far as applicable, extend to seizures and forfeitures under 18 U.S.C. 
§ 924. 

FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 

8. A detailed account of the facts and circumstances supporting the seizure and 
forfeiture of the Subject Firearms is set out in FBI Special Agent Grady K. Fisher’s declaration, 
which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference. 

9. The Subject Firearms were in the possession of Louie Bernard Revette and 

involved in his violation 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(1) (felon in possession of a firearm). 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
(18 U.S.C. § 924 and 28 U.S.C. § 2461) 

10. Paragraphs 1 through 9 above are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth 

herein. 

11. The Subject Firearms are subject to seizure and forfeiture to the United States 
under 18 U.S.C. § 924(d)(1), which authorizes the forfeiture of “[a]ny firearm or ammunition 
involved in or used in . . . any violation of any other criminal law of the United States.” 18 U.S.C. 
§ 924(d)(1); see also 21 U.S.C. § 2461 (providing broader forfeiture authorization). 
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Plaintiff United States requests that: 

(a) the Court find that the United States has demonstrated it has a reasonable belief that 
the Subject Firearms are forfeitable to the United States under 18 U.S.C. § 924 
and 28 U.S.C. § 2461; 

(b) under Supplemental Rule G of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime 
Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, the Court issue a warrant of arrest in rem for 
the arrest and seizure of the Subject Firearms based on this verified complaint, 
which the United States will execute to bring the Subject Firearms within the 
jurisdiction of the Court for purposes of this statutory forfeiture action; 

(c) process issue to enforce the forfeiture of the Subject Firearms; 

(d) notice of this action be given to all under Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the 
United States will execute upon the Subject Firearms located in the custody of the 
FBI under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c); 

(e) notice of this action be given to all persons and entities known or thought to have 
an interest in or right against the Subject Firearms to appear and show why the 
forfeiture should not be decreed; 

(f) the Court decree that forfeiture of the Subject Firearms to the United States is 
confirmed, enforced, and ordered; 

(g) the Court award the United States its costs and disbursements in this action; and 

(h) the Court order such other relief that it deems just and proper. 
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Dated: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 Respectfully submitted, 


D. MICHAEL HURST, JR. 
United States Attorney 


By: /s/J. Wesley Webb _ 

J. WESLEY WEBB (MSB # 104495) 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Office of the United States Attorney 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
501 East Court Street, Suite 4.430 
Telephone: 601.965.4480 
Facsimile: 601.965.4032 
E-mail: James.Webb2@usdoi.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Grady K. Fisher, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Forfeiture in rem and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in 
the Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in rem are true to my own knowledge, except that those 
matters herein stated to be alleged on information and belief, and as to those matters, I believe 
them to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 
files and records of the United States of America, information supplied to me by other law 
enforcement officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as an FBI 
Special Agent. 

Dated this the 2)0^2 day of May, 2019. 



Gradj^lC Fisher 
Special Agent 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 


6 





^JS 44 (Rev. 12/07) 


Case 2:19-cv-00088-KS-MTP Document 1-1 Filed 06/05/19 Page 1 of 1 

CIVIL COVER SHEET Civil No.: 2:19-cv-88-KS-MTP 


The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replace nor supplement the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as required by law, except as provided 
by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating 
the civil docket sheet. (SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVERSE OF THE FORM.) 


I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 
United States of America 


DEFENDANTS 

Ruger, Model M77, 270 Caliber Rifle, SN: 7962454, et al. 


(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff _ 

(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


County of Residence of First Listed Defendant Covington County 

(IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES ONLY) 

NOTE: IN LAND CONDEMNATION CASES, USE THE LOCATION OF THE 
LAND INVOLVED. 


(c) Attorney’s (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) 

Marc A. Perez, U.S. Attorney's Office 

501 East Court Street, Suite 4.430, Jackson, MS 39201 (601) 965-4480 


Attorneys (If Known) 
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X 1 U.S. Government 
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0 2 U.S. Government 
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